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Getting the Oil Out of Your Soil (The Study of Phytoremediation of Oil )

Keagan Wert
Greenwich Central School, Greenwich NY, U.S.

Around 15,000 tons of oil is spilled every year. (ITOP 2023) Why is oil bad? How do we
currently remove oil? Previous studies show that grasses can be used to at the very least lower
the oil content of the soil. The objective of this study is to see if grasses are able to use
phytoremediation to remove or lower the content of oil in soil. My hypothesis was that If you
grow Timothy grass in soil contaminated with motor oil then the Timothy grass will reduce the
oil content of the soil. To research this | grew 1 bucket of timothy grass in a 2 parts soil to 1
part sawdust mix that has been contaminated with motor oil. | also make 1 more bucket of just
the soil and sawdust mix that has been contaminated with motor oil. | will let both pots grow by
a window for a week . | will water them twice a day by spritzing them with a spray bottle | will
do 10 sprays per bin each time. Once the week is over with | will test the oil level in the soil. My
data suggests that you can use Timothy grass to reduce the levels of oil in soil.
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