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The Effect of Cover Crops on Soil Erosion
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Previous studies have shown that cover crops can have a positive effect on
farmland such as fixing nitrogen to the soil and reducing soil erosion. (REF)
The objective of this study was to see what would happen to a field with cover
vs a field with no cover crop under 7 inches of rain water. My hypothesis is if
soil with cover crops is exposed to water runoff it will reduce the mass of
eroded soil because of the cover the leaves the plants will provide and the soil
structure they provide. This was researched by growing a tub full of soil and
growing cover crops in it and using a homemade drip line to pour water over it.
The data suggests that cover crops will reduce soil erosion from rain.
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